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A warm welcome to new vets  Andy & Erich  “ ” 

Case Study: Biosecurity in Sheep Flocks  

 Farmers often hear their vet talking about 

“biosecurity”, and although not one of the “sexy” 

farming topics to talk about, it is very important.   

Ensuring adequate measures to protect your flock 

will reduce potential financial losses and increase the        

productivity of your sheep.  
 

So what is farm biosecurity?: A set of measures     

designed to protect a property from the entry and 

spread of pests and diseases.  

I often see cases of disease in sheep that could have 

been prevented; or consequences reduced if good 

biosecurity measures had been but in place. 
 

Sheep Scab, CODD (Contagious Ovine Digital        

Dermatitis), Orf and Haemonchus Contortus are all 

examples of diseases and parasites that can be    

reduced or prevented with good biosecurity 

measures. 
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lamb  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operating a closed flock reduces the risk of all these  

conditions entering a flock. However, in many cases, 

having a closed flock, is not always feasible for some 

peoples businesses.  

 

When buying in sheep you are putting your flock at 

risk of new diseases entering. Measures can be put 

in place to reduce these entering the flock.  

For example, Sheep dipping all new arrivals is one 

way of protecting the existing flock. Alternatively, 

treating arriving sheep with an injectable ivermectin, 

will also kill psoroptes ovis the mite that causes 

sheep scab. By treating with an ivermectin you will 

also worm incoming sheep. A quarantine wormer, 

with a new class wormer, will kill all resistant worms, 

preventing them from being shed onto your pasture. 

 

Psoroptes  Ovis 

Sheep Scab mites    

under the 

 microscope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being biosecurity savvy, means knowing your flock 

disease status. Operating a closed flock and having 

good disinfecting protocols for equipment and staff 

will keep diseases at bay.  

If sheep need to enter the flock, make sure you   

purchase animals with the same disease status as 

your own. For example: MV (Maedi Visna) and/or 

EAE (Enzootic Abortion) accredited flocks.         

Quarantine treatments, for fluke, gastrointestinal 

worms and ectoparasites, will ensure these parasites 

then don’t affect existing animals. Vaccination is also  

a useful for preventing diseases.  

 

                                      Bibby Thomas  
The fine weather is usually a 
period when we find ourselves in 
a lull, as cows have been turned 
out, and farmers are busy with 
silage making or field work. This 
is yet to happen and we have 
found ourselves very busy 
throughout May. Some of this is 
TB testing prior to a late      
turnout, some due to more time 
spent looking after our many 
smallholders and sheep farms 
through the lambing season, 
and some due to high stock     
values resulting in more demand 
for our services. 
We are therefore pleased to    
welcome our new vets – Erich to 
help with TB testing, and Andy 
who joins us from North Devon 

as an additional farm vet. This 
should allow us all some time to 
focus on new developments.   
Anna has been helping Send A 
Cow in Western Kenya, where 
she has been training 21        
extension officers in animal  
husbandry and veterinary care: 
a very  worthwhile cause.    
Charlie has been working hard in 
his spare time and has now 
passed the Postgraduate       
Certificate in Dairy Herd Health 
from University   College Dublin: 
congratulations on a lot of work. 
I am off to the USA on a training 
course, where I aim to find out 
more about managing larger 
herds and housed dairy systems, 
I will update you on my return. 

One clear development is that 
milk processor requirements of 
dairy farmers are increasing all 
the time. It is also clear that Red 
Tractor audits are becoming 
more rigorous. This summer we 
will look to develop further our 
support for you in meeting these 
demands. We will look to       
support you with better        
medicine records and providing 
medicines training if required. 
We will also look to help you 
meet the infectious disease     
control requirements of your 
milk contracts. But I hope we 
are all (vets and farmers) able to 
enjoy a little time off too, after 
what has been a very long     
winter!       Paddy Gordon 
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Office opening hours 

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm  

Saturday: 8.30am—12pm  

 

Emergency Service 

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.  

If you need assistance out of our normal working 

hours, please telephone 

01749 341 761  

 

 

Directors Focus 

 

If you would like to receive your farm account and this           
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.  

Finalists for our Farm of the Year  

  



Team Shepton: Jo Jukes 

Farmer Focus: William and Shay Mullholland  

 I have now been with Shepton Vets four years.   

I initially worked in the Daisy Department and then moved on to        

organising the TB testing.  It will be two years in July that I have been 

running the Pharmacy.  The working atmosphere is brilliant; it is a 

great place to work. 

My dad lives Spain and we visit each year.  He has a villa up in the hills, 

the scenery is fabulous.  We have visited a lot of places in the south of 

the country.   

William and Shay keep Wiltshire horn and Barbados 

Blackbelly Sheep. You may be familiar with the     

Wilshire horn, however, not so with the latter. The 

Blackbelly was originally developed on the West     

Indies island of Barbados from hair sheep brought in 

by African slave traders during the 1600s. 

 

 

William and Shay started their flock with 4 ewes and 

1 Ram. They decided on blackbelly’s for several     

reasons: The Blackbellys are self shearing, easy care, 

they are also thought to have greater resistance to 

gastrointestinal parasites, the lambs also produce 

very tasty lean healthy meat. They are an unusual 

and good looking animal; the males during the      

winter, as you can see from the picture produce a 

very impressive mane. 

William and Shay’s plan for the flock is to continue to 

breed pedigree animals, eventually breeding out all 

the Wiltshire horns. At the moment they have 50 

breeding ewes, with a 60:40 bais to the Blackbelly. 

The aim is to reach 200 breeding females.  

They plan to sell some breeding animals.  

They anticipate their market being for smallholders 

wishing to keep sheep that are easy to care for, 

whilst still be able to produce good quality meat.  

All their male lambs go into their own lamb boxes, 

which are proving very popular. Cull ewes are also 

added into this scheme as minced and diced meat. 

 

                                     

 

 

                 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Bibby Thomas  

Staff News   
 

This month we welcome a few 

new faces to the farm team.  
 

Vet Andy Tyrer has joined the 

practice from Penbode Vets in 

Devon.  
 

Erich Leitgeb has joined us to 

help with TB testing. 
 

Jess Nurse has joined as our 

new Vet Tech. 
 

We say goodbye to Zoe this 

month, as she leaves us to go 

off on maternity leave. 
 

Carol  Vincent joins the office 

team to manage the vets diary 

while Zoe is away. Carol is a 

local girl and has previously    

worked for Stables Equine 

practice and Paul Nicholls.  
 

They are looking forward to 

getting to know you and your 

farm needs.  

“ 

” 

  

 
 
 

Smallholder Meeting 
4th July 

 
First Aid for Down Cows 

Lunch & Learn  
1st August 

 
 

DIY AI Course 
15th—18th October 

 
 

Email:  
training@sheptonvets.com for 
more information or to book a 

space. 

Vet Tech Service  

Many of you will already have met Jess Nurse, who joined us in May to take  

Hannah’s place as our new Vet Tech.   

If you haven’t tried our vet tech service yet, it is designed to help with smaller 

jobs, helping you save time and money.   

Jess can help you with: 

 Mobility Scoring 

 Body Condition Scoring  

 Foot Trimming  

 Disbudding Calves 

 Ketosis Testing 

 Calf Vaccination Programmes 

 BVD tagging and much more. 

 If you would like to hear how the Vet Tech service can benefit your business, 

please call the farm office and speak to Jess.                                                

Events  & Tra in ing 

Ca lendar   

 

Community 
Focus 

Congratulations to everyone that supported the Bath & West this year 

by exhibiting livestock, entering the dairy awards or through donating 

your time stewarding. Paddy had a busy week as part of the vet team 

and enjoyed seeing many of you over the week.  
 

Bath & West Long Service Awards 

 

Congratulations to John and Pam Taylor.  

John was among eight West Country farmers        

honoured with a long service award at the Royal Bath 

& West Show at the end of May. 

Royal Bath & West Show 

Staff photo’s: Andy,  Jess and Carol 


